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Challenges Faced by Middle School Students 

Today’s middle school students  are 

living in an exciting and challenging 

time.   

• Diverse society 

• Social Media 

• Advancing  technology  

• Academic standards   

It is during this time they begin to 

develop who they are as a learner as 

well as identify themselves a citizen 

within our school community. 

 

 



Effects of Bullying 

• Increases during late elementary years, peaks during the 

middle school years, and decreases in high school (Hoover, 

Oliver, & Hazler, 1992; Banks, 1997; Garrett, 2003) 

• Technology has created an open door to our students’ lives 

• Impacts of Bullying 

• Academic 

• Emotional & Physical Health 

• School Violence 
 



Legislative Response 

On January 5, 2011, Governor Christie 

signed into law the Anti-Bullying Bill of 

Rights, effective in all New Jersey 

schools September 2011. 



• According to the Bullying Commission Report: 

“Strengthening school culture and climate is the 

single best way to reduce HIB in schools.” 

• The ABR requires “year-round anti-bullying 

instruction appropriate to each grade.” 

• The National Association of Secondary School 

Principals note that  successful middle schools have 

a culture in which every adult is viewed as a mentor 

and advocate for all students. Middle schools must 

foster human relationships in addition to academic 

curiosity.  

 

Legislative Response 



Why  

character education? 

 

 

“Character education creates schools where 

children feel safe because they are in an 

atmosphere that values respect, responsibility, 

hard-work and compassion – not because a guard or 

metal detector is posted at the door.” 
• ~Character Education Partnership 

 

 



Framework for CE 

Better academic performance and success in 

school and life 

Greater attachment, engagement to school 

Provide opportunities for positive behavior 

Safe, caring, Cooperative Learning Environment 



At Anthony Wayne Middle School 



 

2014-2015 
Components: 

 

• Monthly Themes 

• Student of the Month 
recognition 

• Spirit Days 

 

• Extended Homeroom Lessons 

• NJ State Bar Foundation 
Bullying Lessons 

• Grade level appropriate  

 

• Monthly Staff Breakfasts 

• Optional for staff to stay 
connected       

 

 

 



FOCUSING ON  
RELATIONSHIPS AT AW: 

Student to Student 

 

Teacher to Student 

 

Teacher to Teacher 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G.W.M.S. Pillars of Character 



GWMS Pillars of Character 
 

•     Whole School Initiative – These pillars were 
created collaboratively with the students, staff 
and administration all playing an equal role 

 

•     For a character education program to be 
effective, it must be meaningful and connect to 
students on a personal level.  It also must be 
sustainable.  



 

GWMS Pillars of Character 
 

• Throughout the year lessons are instructed by school 
counselors. 

 

• Literature titles and writing themes acknowledge our 
pillars of character support anti-bullying messages. 

 

• Social Studies teachers connect our pillars of character 
to important individuals in history “Character Is 
Timeless” “Upstanders in History.” 

 

• Physical education teachers create participatory 
structures that call for students to work together and 
model sportsmanship. 
 

 



Character Education in 

our environment 

GWMS Pillars of Character 
• Daily morning announcements and messages 

• Grade level meetings with administration 

• Academic team activities and assemblies that 

support our character education program 

• Reflection of our Pillars in the discipline 

process 

 

 

 



GWMS Pillars of Character 



THE KEYS TO CHARACTER  



Keys to Character (13-14) 

• Implemented Character Ed homeroom 

• NJ State Bar Foundation lesson plans 

• “Trusted Adult” initiative 

• Student/staff inquiries 

• #TREND club 

• School Safety & Climate Team monthly 

outreach 

• Faculty survey (June) 



• Students of character initiative 

• Modified homeroom 

lessons/activities 

• Peer meetings with WHHS, 

APT, Theunis, and Pines Lake 

• Team-based activities 

• Continuation of trusted adult 

initiative in grade 6 

• Continuation of SST monthly 

outreach emails 

• Continuation of #TREND 

 

 

Keys to Character (14-15) 



In Conclusion 
 

“Schools will be most successful in their 

educational mission when they integrate 

efforts to promote children’s  academic, 

social and emotional learning.”  

     – M.J. Elias 


